
596 Mar. 30 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996

fused to allow the minimum wage even to
come up for a vote. In fact, you need to know
that a Member of Congress who refuses to
allow the minimum wage to come up for a
vote made more money during last year’s
one-month Government shutdown than a
minimum wage worker makes in an entire
year. Over the past 5 years, while the mini-
mum wage has been stuck at $4.25 an hour,
a Senator’s salary has gone up by a third.
That is wrong.

I challenge the Republican leadership to
stop blocking a vote and let the majority rule.
Pass an increase in the minimum wage. And
Congress should vow that the next time they
want to raise their own pay, they ought to
raise the minimum wage, too. We hear a lot
of talk in Washington these days about old-
fashioned family values. Well, it’s hard to
raise a family on $4.25 an hour, but millions
of Americans are out there struggling to do
it.

Now, we can do the right thing and create
jobs and grow our economy. This is really
an age of remarkable possibility for our Na-
tion. More of our people will have the chance
to live out their dreams than ever before. But
we need to make sure that every American
can become a winner in this time of eco-
nomic change. If we don’t want to grow apart
as a people, we have to do the things that
will enable us to grow together. Think about
it. Support raising the minimum wage.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.

Executive Order 12997—Korean
Peninsula Energy Development
Organization
April 1, 1996

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit-
ed States of America, including section 1 of
the International Organizations Immunities
Act (59 Stat. 669, 22 U.S.C. 288), and having
found that the Korean Peninsula Energy De-
velopment Organization is a public inter-
national organization in which the United
States participates within the meaning of the
International Organizations Immunities Act,

I hereby designate the Korean Peninsula En-
ergy Development Organization as a public
international organization entitled to enjoy
the privileges, exemptions, and immunities
conferred by the International Organizations
Immunities Act. This designation is not in-
tended to abridge in any respect privileges,
exemptions, or immunities that such organi-
zation may have acquired or may acquire by
international agreements or by congressional
action.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
April 1, 1996.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 3, 1996]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on April 2, and it
was published in the Federal Register on April
4.

Remarks Welcoming President Oscar
Luigi Scalfaro of Italy
April 2, 1996

President Scalfaro, Mariana Scalfaro,
members of the Italian delegation, distin-
guished guests: On behalf of the American
people, I am delighted to welcome President
Scalfaro to the United States. It is an honor
to return the gracious hospitality the people
of Italy showed to Hillary and me in Rome
and Naples in 1994.

America and Italy are joined by friendship,
family, and values. Our Founding Fathers
drew inspiration from the thinkers of ancient
Rome to build a new republic based on laws
and rooted in liberty and justice.

Thomas Jefferson was moved by the ideas
of his friend Filippo Mazzei to write the im-
mortal phrase, ‘‘All men are created equal.’’
Constantino Brumidi, an artist from Rome,
labored for 25 years on the frescoes that
adorn our Nation’s Capital. Generations of
Italian-Americans have contributed beyond
measure to America’s greatness, enriching
our Nation’s character with their spirit and
the strength of their heritage.

America and Italy stood together for half
a century to safeguard Europe’s freedom and
advance our common ideals. Now with the
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end of the cold war, the United States looks
to Italy as a valued partner more than ever,
from keeping the peace in troubled regions
to building an undivided Europe.

Earlier this year, I visited Aviano Air Base
where the United States and Italy work to-
gether to contain the conflict in Bosnia and
provide a lifeline to the Bosnian people. Now
we are joined in a common support of the
peace that is taking hold in Bosnia. I know
I speak for all Americans when I thank the
people of Italy, its leaders, its troops, and
its citizens for the enormous effort they have
made to bring peace to the people of Bosnia.

I also thank Italy for its support for our
common efforts to achieve peace in the Mid-
dle East and for its role in the recent con-
ference at Sharm al-Sheikh in Egypt.

Italy and the United States stand together
as well in the fight against the forces of ha-
tred and violence, the organized criminals,
the drug traffickers, the terrorists who have
brought pain and destruction to Italians and
Americans alike.

Mr. President, the bonds between our
people stretch across the centuries. They ex-
tend from the hearts of our neighborhoods
to the distant reaches of the heavens where
America and Italy now are cooperating on
the international space station. As I said in
Rome, and I say again, we, Italians and
Americans, are now and forever alleati,
amici, una famiglia—allies, friends, a family.

Welcome to the White House. Welcome
to America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:15 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.

The President’s News Conference
With President Scalfaro
April 2, 1996

President Clinton. Good afternoon. Let
me say again, it’s a great pleasure to have
President Scalfaro at the White House. For
50 years, Italy has been one of America’s
closest allies, a pillar of the Atlantic Alliance
throughout the cold war, a strong advocate
for freedom and democracy in the years
since.

Over these many years of partnership, our
Nation has had no better friend in Italy than

President Scalfaro. The President began his
public career with the founding of the post-
war Italian state. He has served his country
in a range of high positions, and he has al-
ways, always worked to strengthen the close
cooperation between our nations. As Presi-
dent, he has stood firm for the values that
we share, and America is grateful to Presi-
dent Scalfaro for his leadership and his wise
counsel.

This is our third meeting. Today we fo-
cused in large measure on our shared inter-
ests and effort in building a free, stable, and
undivided Europe. Nowhere is this common
commitment more evident than in our work
in the former Yugoslavia. I salute the Italian
soldiers who are participating in the mission
in Bosnia. America’s soldiers are proud to
serve with them in what is truly a joint en-
deavor.

They and the other members of IFOR are
doing invaluable work. They’re giving the
people of Bosnia a chance for peace. They
are carrying on Italy’s tradition of shoulder-
ing responsibility in the region that began
with Operation Deny Flight and Operation
Provide Promise.

Italy is helping to build bridges to Central
and Eastern Europe, bridges that can extend
security and prosperity and democracy across
the entire continent. As a member of NATO
and the European Union, Italy is a force for
cooperation and integration in Europe and
around the world.

I had the opportunity today to thank Presi-
dent Scalfaro for Italy’s work in overcoming
the old divisions in Europe and for his na-
tion’s global efforts to promote peace and se-
curity, from its support for the peace process
in the Middle East to its vital help in the
effort to halt proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction, to its commitment that we
strongly share to win the struggle against ter-
rorism.

President Scalfaro told me about Italy’s
ambitious goals for its E.U. Presidency. The
new transatlantic agenda, which I was proud
to sign at Madrid at the U.S.–E.U. summit
last December, promises to make our citi-
zens on both sides of the Atlantic more se-
cure and more prosperous. I am pleased with
the cooperation we have enjoyed with Italy
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